
 

Explore with The Sun and the Moon 

 – A few words from the author 

When I told teachers at a National Science 
Teachers Association convention about this book 
project, one teacher made a specific 
request: Would I please, PLEASE make it clear that 
the Moon is sometimes out during the day? I 
was thrilled to hear this request, as I had 
already decided this was a must - but I 
wanted to do much, much more!  

Blast Off! 
In this book, I invite young readers to take an imaginary trip to visit the 
Sun and the Moon. Readers become first-hand observers and scientists as 
they compare and contrast these two bodies for themselves. I wanted to 
convey a spirit of enthusiasm, fun, and adventure while providing interesting, 
age-appropriate information, and a few surprising details.  
 

A Trip to Enjoy Together  
I also wanted to create a science book that is truly fun to read aloud 
(especially for adults who love a good snuggle while they read to young 
children in their lives). And I hoped to surprise young and old alike with some of the 
information within—such as some of the human-made objects that are on the Moon. 

 

A Visual Journey Rich with Warm Detail 
To my delight, illustrator Taia Morley resonated with this vision for 
the book. She created beautiful, artistic paintings to transport the 
reader. I love that this book does not look like a text book or 
even many other science books. To me, science is a human 
adventure, a journey that can be poetic. Taia’s illustrations carry 
that perspective into the visual experience.  

 
 

Continue the Adventure! 
After the book was released, I realized I could extend this sense of a journey 
through my author visits. I provide passports with a check list of activities related 
to learning more about the Sun and the Moon, and I encourage children to 
complete post cards about their literary visit so they can share their experience 
with lucky friends and grandparents. I’ve attached templates of a passport and 
postcards for you to copy and share with children. To connect this to literacy, 
encourage them to reflect on their “journey”; what did they learn that they would 
like to share? What did they enjoy about the book?  You might even ask them to write a 
review.  
 
I hope readers of all ages enjoy their trip through The Sun and the Moon!   
   

- Carolyn Cinami DeCristofano 
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At a Book Event: 

At Home with The Sun and the Moon: 

 

 

Share Your Adventure with The Sun and the Moon: 
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About Your Expedition Leader, Children’s Author  

Carolyn Cinami DeCristofano 

Carolyn has been taking audiences on STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and math) expeditions since 

1989. Her past and present work developing exhibits, educational 

materials, and workshops for the public, teachers and students 

helps her create books that engage and inform kids (and their 

adults)! The Sun and the Moon is her fourth book. Earlier books 

have made the Orbis Pictus Recommended list (A Black Hole is 

NOT a Hole) and recognition as a Science Books and Films Best 

Book for Junior High and High School readers by the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science in 2005 (Big Bang! The 

Tongue-Tickling Tale of a Speck that Became Spectacular—also 

appropriate for younger readers). 

She lives in Massachusetts with her husband Barry and their feline 

supervisor, Galileo. 

To book a dynamic author visit, contact her via her website, 
http://carolyndecristofano.com or her Facebook author page.  
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Dear ___________ 

Today I went to The Sun 

and the Moon! My favorite 

part was ______________ 

_____________________. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

To: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Postage stamp 

goes here. 

Front of card: The Sun and the Moon book and author visits take children on an 

imaginary journey to these objects in the sky and encourage them to explore further. 
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